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PRESS RELEASE





For immediate release

JASONS SMART AWARD GOES TO THORNTON BEACH HOLIDAY PARK

Thornton Beach Holiday Park in Whakatane have been awarded the “2008 Jasons Smart Award.”

The annual Jasons SMART business awards, presented at the HAPNZ (Holiday Parks Association) conference, are designed to reward the holiday park that has faced a business challenge during the past year, and overcome it through smart planning and problem solving.

 

This year’s winners had numerous challenges.  Not only were they continuing with the massive undertaking of a full park upgrade but they also identified that they needed to find ways of making sure their holiday park was a viable year round business.

The campground upgrade included adding an undercover BBQ area that seats 150, family showers, highchairs in the kitchen/dining areas, a baby bath and changing area, running a children’s programme for 2 hours a day, family movies at night. Impressive in itself but along with this they have also found the time to help their community and customers by reintroducing a much needed surf lifeguard service’ over the Christmas season.  They have achieved a green globe benchmark and have applied for Qualmark accreditation both important attractions for international visitors.
But Judges say their biggest achievement was creating a stronger year round business model by creating 2 other zones within their park.  Firstly they created a heritage park area for 32 sites on the beach front for people who wanted to use this park as their regular holiday spot. Along with this, they established another sub-park area with in the park for 9 re-locatable homes where people could live permanently.
Judge Mary Ansell, Jasons Travel Media General Manager–Operations congratulated the couple for “utilising the knowledge and expertise of others, working with their community and customers to provide what they needed, but more importantly diversifying their business to provide year round cash flow and a sustainable business model for the future.” She also said “Agni and Dave Edward’s enthusiasm and commitment are contagious and the win is well deserved.”  
In recognition of their efforts, along with their award, the couple receive $1000 worth of advertising upgrade with Jasons.
Author: Mary Ansell

Email: mary.a@jasons.com 
If you would like to schedule a meeting with Thornton Beach Holiday Park owners Angi and Dave Edwards please contact them directly on (07)3048296 or alternatively at info@thorntonbeach.co.nz  
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